Parenthetical Citation Practice
For the following sentences, create a parenthetical citation in which you use the sentence as a direct quote.  
Do not reference the author in the sentence.
1.  Never shall I forget that night, the first night in camp, which has turned my life into one long night, seven times cursed and seven times sealed. – Elie Wiesel, Night, page 32

2.  The look in his eyes, as they stared into mine, has never left me. – Elie Wiesel, Night, page 109
3.  I’ve got more faith in Hitler than in anyone else.  He’s the only one who’s kept his promises, all his promises, to the Jewish people.” – Elie Wiesel, Night, page 77
For the following sentences, create a parenthetical citation in which you are using the sentence as a direct quote
and also mention the author’s name in the sentence.

4.  It was pitch dark.  I could hear only the violin, and it was as though Juliek’s soul were the bow. – Elie Wiesel, Night, page 90

5.  I listened to him without interrupting.  He was right, I thought in the most secret region of my heart, but I dared not admit it. – Elie Wiesel, Night, page 105
Paraphrase the following information then create an accompanying parenthetic citation.

6.  I had watched the whole scene without moving.  I kept quiet.  In fact I was thinking of how to get farther away so that I would not be hit myself.  What is more, any anger that I felt at that moment was directed, not against the Kapo, but against my father.  I was angry with him, for not knowing how to avoid Idek’s outbreak.  This is what concentration camp life had made of me. – Elie Wiesel, Night, page 52

Common Citation Errors
Identify the error made in each of the following parenthetical citations.

Victor Frankenstein, when faced with the decision of whether or not to create a female companion for the monster, states that to do so "would be an act of the basest and most atrocious selfishness." (Shelley 148) 
PROBLEM: the period inside the quotation mark doesn't belong there. It belongs at the end of the parenthetical citation according MLA practice.
Victor Frankenstein, when faced with the decision of whether or not to create a female companion for the monster, states that to do so "would be an act of the basest and most atrocious selfishness." (Shelley 148). 
PROBLEM: Now the writer has redundant periods. It's the same problem as before, only now there are two periods clashing with each other.
Victor Frankenstein, when faced with the decision of whether or not to create a female companion for the monster, states that to do so "would be an act of the basest and most atrocious selfishness" (Shelley, 148). 
PROBLEM: That comma simply doesn't belong inside the pcit. Rarely does a punctuation mark get placed into a pcit.
Victor Frankenstein, when faced with the decision of whether or not to create a female companion for the monster, states that to do so "would be an act of the basest and most atrocious selfishness" (Shelley pg. 148). 
PROBLEM: Where did that pg. come from? MLA does not call for the unnecessary abbreviation.
Victor Frankenstein, when faced with the decision of whether or not to create a female companion for the monster, states that to do so "would be an act of the basest and most atrocious selfishness" (http://www.thisisareallylongurlwhywouldyourreaderswishtoseesuchanattrociousthinginyourpaper.com). 
PROBLEM: Rarely does a url web address belong in your paper. Rather, in the body of your paper, you refer to the author of the site, or its title, or its responsible party. the Works Cited page is the place to list such bibliographic information as the url. In your paper, it is just distracting.
Victor Frankenstein, when faced with the decision of whether or not to create a female companion for the monster, states that to do so "would be an act of the basest and most atrocious selfishness" (Frankenstein 148). 
PROBLEM: Unless you are discussing multiple pieces written by the author, and there is a possibility your readers may get confused as to which piece you are quoting, the author's last name gets placed into the pcit and not the title of the novel. Of course, if an author's name is unknown (anonymously written pieces, for instance), then you cannot place the author's name in the pcit. When this arrises, you place the title of the piece in the pcit.
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