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Conquer verb-tense Consistency
A verb’s tense indicates when the action that it describes takes place—in the past (I ran), in the present (I run), 
or in the future (I will run).

The verb tense you use should remain consistent, or the same, unless you have a good reason to change it. The 
verb tense should remain consistent throughout sentences, throughout paragraphs, and throughout the entire 
body of whatever you are writing—again, unless you have a good reason to change it. For example:

Incorrect: When my mom goes to the store, she bought a treat for everyone.  
(Goes is in the present tense, and bought is in the past tense—and you don’t  
have a good reason to change the tense you are using.)

Correct Option 1: When my mom goes to the store, she buys a treat for everyone.  
(Both verbs are in the present tense.)

Correct Option 2: When my mom went to the store, she bought a treat for everyone.  
(Both verbs are in the past tense.)

So what IS a good reason to change the verb tense you are using? When you are describing events that happen at 
different times. For example:

Correct: Lindsey plays field hockey now, but last year she was on the soccer team. 
(You are describing something that is happening now, and you are also describing  
something that happened in the past.)

Correct: We took first place in the state competition; next week we will compete 
in the national competition. (You are describing something that happened in the past, 
and you are also describing something that will happen in the future.)

 1. a _____ I picked up the cell phone quickly and dial the number. 

 2. b _____ I pick up the cell phone quickly and dialed the number. 

 2. c _____ I picked up the cell phone quickly and dialed the number.

 2. a _____ Suddenly, the lights flickered and an uninvited guest enters the room. 

2. b _____ Suddenly, the lights flicker and an uninvited guest enters the room. 

 2. c _____ Suddenly, the lights flicker and an uninvited guest entered the room.

 3. a _____ When I was comfortable, I began my homework. 

2. b _____ When I was comfortable, I begin my homework. 

 2. c _____ When I am comfortable, I began my homework.

4. a _____ Stephen is going to save his money so that he will be able to buy a drum set. 

2. b _____ Stephen is going to save his money so that he was able to buy a drum set. 

 2. c _____ Stephen saves his money so that he was able to buy a drum set.

Directions: In each group of sentences or paragraphs below, place a 3 in front of the sentence or paragraph 
that correctly uses verb tenses.



the lazy editor: “bermuda triangle mystery” • skill: verb-tense Consistency, page 2 of 2

 5. a _____  Yesterday, we went to the movies. We shared a large popcorn. After the movie, we went out for 

pizza. I loved pizza, but I am so full from the popcorn that I am hardly able to finish one slice. 

 2. b _____  Yesterday, we went to the movies. We were sharing a large popcorn. After the movie, we are going 

out for pizza. I love pizza, but I was so full from the popcorn that I could hardly finish one slice.

 2. c _____  Yesterday, we went to the movies. We shared a large popcorn. After the movie, we went out for 

pizza. I love pizza, but I was so full from the popcorn that I could hardly finish one slice.

 6. a _____  My sister Julie and her friend Carli are going to bake a batch of Grandma’s oatmeal butterscotch 

cookies on Saturday night. Julie has never made cookies before. I hope they turn out all right!

 2. b _____  My sister Julie and her friend Carli are going to bake a batch of Grandma’s oatmeal butterscotch 

cookies on Saturday night. Julie has never made cookies before. I hope they turned out all right!

 2. c _____  My sister Julie and her friend Carli are going to bake a batch of Grandma’s oatmeal butterscotch 

cookies on Saturday night. Julie is never going to make cookies before. I hope they turn out all right!

U
se

s:
 C

op
y 

m
aC

h
in

e,
 o

pa
qU

e 
pr

oj
eC

to
r,

 o
r 

tr
an

sp
ar

en
Cy

 m
as

te
r 

fo
r 

ov
er

h
ea

d 
pr

oj
eC

to
r.

 s
Ch

ol
as

ti
C 

in
C.

 g
ra

n
ts

 s
U

bs
Cr

ib
er

s 
of

 s
Ch

ol
as

ti
C 

sC
op

e 
pe

rm
is

si
on

 t
o 

re
pr

od
U

Ce
 t

h
is

 p
ag

e 
fo

r 
U

se
 in

 t
h

ei
r 

Cl
as

sr
oo

m
s.

 C
op

yr
ig

h
t 

©
20

11
 b

y 
sC

h
ol

as
ti

C 
in

C.
 a

ll
 r

ig
h

ts
 r

es
er

ve
d.

sCholastiC sCOPE activity • december 12, 2011

Directions: Rewrite the paragraph below so that the verb tense is consistent. If you change the verb tense at 
any point, make sure you have a good reason to do so!

We were all snuggled up on the couch to watch a movie as the rain pounds against the window. Then there 

was a tremendous rumble of thunder, and the electricity goes out. We slowly walked into the kitchen to get 

some flashlights and candles. We decide to play a game of Clue by candlelight. We played five games before  

the lights come back on. I must say, it was pretty fun!  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________


