                                     Semester 1 Review Guide
Evil Triplets/Twins
Directions: Fill in the blanks with the appropriate choice—their, there, or they're. 

1. Unable to tolerate the dust one moment longer, Elizabeth spent the afternoon cleaning the living room tables and shelves. Now __________ slippery with furniture polish, glowing in the sunlight that spills through the open window. 

2. "Oh, no! _________ are lima beans on my plate!" screamed Noel before he fainted with a thud on the dining room floor. 

3. Nothing makes Diane’s cat Big Toe Joe happier than a laundry basket full of fresh warm towels. _________ he will sleep, purring in contentment and shedding long white hair on the clean terry cloth. 

4. Mrs. O'Shea spent the day steam cleaning the living room floor. Now her children can hardly find the kitchen without __________ trail of dirty footprints leading the way. 

5. Dolly hates dogs more than snakes or cockroaches. She believes that canines are loathsome creatures because _________ only goal in life is to kill her front lawn with urine. 

6. Behind the sofa _________ is a collection of desiccated broccoli spears that Simon, the family cocker spaniel, carries away for Noel, who cannot stomach the vegetable. 

7. The knives in Roseanne's kitchen are encrusted with bits of brownie and smears of dried mustard. _________ is no way a doctor would ever consider operating with any instrument that Roseanne had washed! 

8. Bentley, our neighbor's basset hound, has toenails that are so long that ________ curled like macaroni noodles at the ends of his paws. 

9. Noel carefully sliced each Brussels sprout in half, carefully scrutinizing the heart of the little cabbage. He always worries that ________ might be a worm buried in the middle. 

Directions: Fill in the blanks with the appropriate choice—to, too, or two. 

10. After the marathon, Yolanda soaked her __________ sore feet in a bucket of warm water. 

11. Jessica agreed to jalapeno slices on her burrito. She regretted this decision __________ hours later as she chewed antacid tablets to relieve her heartburn. 

12. If you really want the answers to Dr. Hirta’s calculus homework, bring a jelly donut __________ Kristine, the smartest student in the class. 

13. The party next door—with its laughter, shouting, and music—was __________ loud, so Lisa banged on her neighbors’ door to complain. 

14. As we were walking __________ the library, we met Benjamin and Maria, who tempted us away from research with the promise of a hot cheese and pepperoni pizza. 

15. The slice of pizza was still __________ hot to eat, but Benjamin couldn’t resist, blistering his mouth with the first painful bite. 

Fragment/Run-on/Comma Splice:
Read each paragraph and determine if each section is a fragment, run-on, or complete. 

16.
(A)Ever since Andre peeked at Melissa’s paper during the biology exam (B) Guilt has consumed him (C) Even the blueberries floating in his cereal bowl seem like the accusing eyes of his Biology instructor.  

17.
(A)James opened the door of his cluttered refrigerator (B) Which caused a pint of blueberries to fall to the floor (C)  The fruit bounced and rolled everywhere in an explosion of blue.  

18.
(A)Layla stared at the textbook on her desk (B) She understood the fragment practice that Ms. McQuinn was going over in class (C)  But was too shy to raise her hand and volunteer an answer. 

Read the statement below and then choose the correct answer.  If the statement isn’t a compete sentence, YOU MUST FIX IT. 
19. Because it snowed heavily outside on this cold winter night
a. complete sentence

b. fragment

c. run-on

d. comma splice

20. Sarah and Julio were late to their first period class their teacher caught them up on what they missed. 

a. complete sentence

b. fragment

c. run-on

d. comma splice

21. The student didn’t pass the test, but he didn’t study.
a. complete sentence

b. fragment

c. run-on

d. comma splice

22. The prepared students’ will pass the exam with flying colors

a. complete sentence

b. fragment

c. run-on

d. comma splice

23. Running away from monsters

a. complete sentence

b. fragment

c. run-on

d. comma splice

24. Nick and Vito were great friends, every weekend they would play sports together or go to the movies

a. complete sentence

b. fragment

c. run-on

d. comma splice
Write 5 sentences using a COMMA and a FANBOYS correctly.  All of your sentences need to be related to a pet monkey named Joe. 
Example: I better hurry and get my homework done, so I can get my holiday shopping completed!

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

Write 5 sentences where you need a FANBOYS but NO COMMA. All of your sentences need to be related to the nun who work’s in Northtown’s bookstore. 
Example: Tonight I will make enchiladas or spaghetti 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34.  

35. 

Verb Tense Shifts: Determine if there is an error related to verb tense.  If there is, you must fix it. 
36. During lunch at the campus cafeteria, Mildred noticed the dirty tables and decided she would be nice and clean them. 

37. When Mom shook out the kitchen rug, dog hair, bread crumbs, and coffee grounds will fly through the air. 

38. Diane always wonders where she will discover a pair of her husband’s dirty socks.  Yesterday Mike leaves two in the refrigerator next to a carton of orange juice.  

39. After losing electricity during a hurricane, the Martinez family lights candles, speared hot dogs on pencils, and roasted the wieners over this makeshift barbecue. 
40. One spring James grew tomatoes in the backyard but due to pollution and insects, James will buy them at the store from now on. 
Subject-verb agreement. 

Circle the verb that agrees with the subject and UNDERLINE THE SUBJECT. 
41. The scissors I got from the supply closet (  is  /  are )  too dull.

42. My knee  ( look  /  looks )  better than it did yesterday.

43. Two appetizers or one main course (  is  /  are  ) all that I can eat.

44. Shaking the can  ( cause /  causes )  them to squirt when they ( is  /  are ) opened.

45. Our selection of grapes (  is  /  are )  second to none.

46. At the start of the meeting, Mr. Burns, my boss and mentor, always ( stand /  stands )  and         (  sing /  sings )  the company song.  What a dork.  

47. Flags honoring Veteran’s Day  (  was / were  ) raised over city hall.

48. Our group’s presentation  (  requires  /  require  )  a computer loaded with PowerPoint.

49. The shirt with the bold horizontal stripes  (  makes  /  make  )  you look heavier.

50.  Our department  (  doesn’t /  don’t  )  get any bonus pay when we move.

51. Neither the manager nor his staff  (  knows  /  know  ) anything about this.

52. The Simpsons  (  is  /  are  ) the most cynical television show of the last decade.

