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www.mrscastor.com
Be Prepared    
Be Respectful   
  Believe in Yourself
Welcome to Writing 1: A writing workshop

What is a writing workshop? 

Writing workshop teaches you that writing is a process; good writing requires a great amount of revision! The writing process includes planning, drafting, revising, giving and receiving feedback, editing and publishing.  Practicing these steps will improve your writing in all forms (narrative, persuasive, compare/contrast, etc). 
I love teaching writing because I get to write with you.  Often, I will share my journal prompts and some sample essays with you to give you a model for your own writing.  Sharing our writing is also a great way to get to know each other. 
Our Class as a Community

Throughout this course, we will be helping each other learn how to write within an academic community.  This means that we will be sharing our writing and working in groups for the entire year.  This will demand that we behave respectfully toward one another, listen to each other’s ideas and questions, respond to questions and ideas, and participate in class discussions and decisions.

Classroom Expectations 

1. Respect:

You are to respect yourself, each other, and the classroom.  
I work really hard to make our classroom look nice.  You need to work hard to keep it nice.  Don’t write on the desks.  If paper or garbage falls on the floor… you know what to do!
2. Academic Integrity

Academic honesty is an expectation of all students.  Personally cheating on tests and examinations, allowing others to copy or look at, or copy work, or engaging in other activities that are dishonest (including plagiarism) in earning academic grades, is a serious offense requiring strict sanctions, including but not limited to receiving a zero (F) grade on the academic work involved and losing standing in Honor Societies.  
All cases of academic dishonesty are reported to the Dean of Students, and parents/guardians will be notified.
3. Participation and Preparation

Writing workshop requires all students to participate in the writing process and to work effectively with their classmates.  When the class is sharing writing, students will not have the option to skip this step. This is extremely important to becoming a better writer and helping others become a better writer. 40% of your grade is based on participation. 
4. Late Work and make-up tests:

Students will receive half credit on all homework turned in late.  Students will lose 1 letter grade each day that a paper or project is turned in late.  If you’re absent and not able to turn in an assignment, I will put it in the gradebook as a “0” until you turn it in.  
5. Hall and Bathroom passes

Students will be given two slips of paper each quarter that serve as bathroom or locker passes.  When you want to use one, simply bring the slip of paper up to me and grab the hall pass.  Keep your passes in a safe place.  If you lose them, you’re out of luck. 
6. Phones/Ipods

Any cell phone that is out in class will be taken and given to the deans.  Ipods are not allowed in classrooms and may also be taken if they are out in class.  
7. Group Work

Working in a group is a privilege, not a right.  The purpose of group work is to share ideas, not to talk about random topics.   If you take advantage of this time to goof off instead of working productively with classmates, you will no longer be allowed to participate in group work.  Don’t expect to work with whomever you choose – most of the time, your groups will be assigned by me!
Need Help?

I is always willing to help students outside of school.  You can find me in room 113 most days after school.  Feel free to stop by!  You can also email me anytime, but I don’t always check my email regularly in the evenings, so if you need help with an assignment, it’s best not to leave it until the last minute.   
COURSE SPECIFIC INFORMATION

Materials: Due August ____ 
Three-ring binder (1” or bigger)

Five tabbed dividers (for your binder)

College-ruled loose leaf paper (1 pack of 200 sheets) 
1 red pen*
*The red pen will be collected and stored in class
Students can receive 5 points extra credit for bringing in each of the following:
· Box of tissues

· Hand sanitizer
