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REDUNDANCY IS BAD BECAUSE IT'S NOT GOOD.

Review:

1. She was so sleepily exhausted, she couldn't keep her eyes open.

2. The bookbag was so stylishly cool, everyone wanted it.

3. The book was in close proximity to the teacher.
Now take it to the next level...

BUT REDUNDANCY DOESN'T STOP AT REPEATING WORDS--it can REPEAT LOGIC!

Example:

1. Redundancy is bad because it is not good!
Why is this phrase redundant?
How can we revise it?

2.  Some doctors are rich because they make a lot of money.

Why is this phrase redundant?
How can we revise it?

Practice Part I
DIRECTIONS: Please correct the redundancies you find in the sentences below.

1. Please put the frozen ice in the cooler.

2. My goal for the party is to have each and every guest enjoy himself.

3. In order to have a great party, we're going to have to do a lot of advance planning.

4. At 12 midnight, we're having a mariachi band play!

5. I hope the neighbors like that unexpected surprise.

6. I think my guests will arrive at 9 PM in the evening.

7. First of all, I think my close friends will arrive.

8. They will help make my apartment look enjoyably fun.

9. I'm so fortunately lucky to have great friends.
10. The honest truth is that I can't wait for the party!
Practice Part II
DIRECTIONS:  Read through the paragraph and underline the redundant phrases.  THEN, once you have gone through the paragraph, REVISE it.  

1.  It's the birthday of cartoonist Matt Groening, who was born today in Portland, Oregon in 1954. After college, he decided to move to Los Angeles when he finished school to try to make it as a writer. He lived in a high-crime neighborhood full of drug dealers and thieves, and got a job ghostwriting the memoirs of an 88-year-old filmmaker who produced movies. After that, he worked at several odd jobs like a convalescent home, a waste treatment plant, and a graveyard.  Groening was miserable at his jobs because he didn't like them.

2.  He started writing a comic strip based on his daily troubles, trials, and problems called "Life in Hell." A television producer discovered the comics when he found them in a book, and when he asked Groening to create a TV show, Groening decided to invent a cartoon family that would be the exact opposite of all the fictional families that had ever been on American television. Groening really wanted to do something different.  He named the parents after his own parents, Homer and Marge, and he named the two sisters after his own sisters, Lisa and Maggie. After he finished naming everyone else, he chose the name Bart for the only son because it was an anagram of the word "brat."  

3.  As soon as it came on the air, critics immediately praised The Simpsons because it was in some ways more realistic than any other American sitcom. Homer was fat, bald, and stupid; he drank a lot, worked at a nuclear power plant, and occasionally strangled his son. His wife, Marge, was an obsessive-compulsive housewife with a blue beehive hairdo. Often, the characters were frequently selfish, rude, and mean to one another, and the show often took on dark subjects like suicide, adultery, and environmental disaster. The show became popular because everyone could relate to it and watched it all the time.  Later, The Simpsons went on to become the most popular and longest-running sitcom in America. Matt Groening said, "Teachers, principals, clergymen, politicians — for The Simpsons, they're all goofballs, and I think that's a great message for kids."

